
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

STORY CITY, IOWA 
Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 
Zachary Bauknecht, Youth Ministry & Education Coordinator 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter                                        April 19, 2015 
 
We Hear God’s Word  
 Prelude  
  Opening Hymn  
  “Surely Goodness and Mercy”                                      No. 691 
 Prayer 
 Time for Greeting 
 Announcements  
 Worship Song    
  “Awesome God”                                                            No. 179 
 
We Hear Our Confirmands Express their Faith 
 Confirmation Talks  
 Order for Affirmation of Baptism                                      See insert 
 Service of Holy Communion for the Confirmands                 
 
We Hear God’s Word 
 Lesson – Philippians 1:3-11 
  Paul writes to the new believers at Phlippi:   

3 
I thank my God every time I remember you. 

4 
In all my 

prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 
5 
because of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
6 
being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 

have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 
God’s grace with me. 

8 
God can testify how I long for all of 

you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
9 
And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 

and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 
10 

so that you 
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, 

11 
filled with the fruit of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God. 

 



Gospel – Luke 24:36-49 
36 

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself 
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 

37 
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a 

ghost. 
38 

He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 
doubts rise in your minds? 

39 
Look at my hands and my feet. 

It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones, as you see I have.” 

40 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

feet. 
41 

And while they still did not believe it because of joy 
and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here 
to eat?” 

42 
They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

43 
and he 

took it and ate it in their presence. 
44 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still 
with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me 
in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

45 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand 

the Scriptures. 
46 

He told them, “This is what is written: The 
Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 
47 

and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached 
in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48 
You are 

witnesses of these things. 
49 

I am going to send you what my 
Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been 
clothed with power from on high.” 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 Offering 
  Offertory        “We Are An Offering”                       (on screen) 
 

We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 Anthem     “We Are People of Faith”                Price, Besig    
  The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 Sermon                                                            
       “Go the Distance”                                             Pastor Anenson 
 Hymn                           
  “He Who Began a Good Work in You”      No. 537 (sing twice)  
 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 Prayers of Praise and Intercession 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 Benediction 
 Closing Anthem    “As You Go on Your Way”                  Ylvisaker 
  The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 Closing Hymn 
  “Let All Things Now Living”                                           No. 794  
   Postlude 
 

 

Organist: Emily Anderson 

Candlelighter: Gabi Henrichs 

Ushers: Andy Johnson, Nancy McMenamin, Gary & Judy Hested 

Greeters: Lois Stevenson, Marge Michaelson 

Reader: Riley Holmgren 

Nursery: 8:25-9:20 - Jaynee Christian 
                9:25-10:30 - Alaina Christian 

Sound Engineer: Jim Oberender 

 

We welcome you to God's house today and we trust that you will be 
encouraged and uplifted. Special welcome to relatives, sponsors and 
other guests here today for Confirmation Sunday. 
 

Bulletin Sponsorship. The bulletin today is sponsored in memory of 
Jennifer Loots and in memory of her grandpa, Lloyd Thompson. 
Jennifer's 30th birthday would have been today and Lloyd's birthday 
would have been tomorrow. 
 

Confirmation Day. This morning six young people will confess their 
faith in Christ as they share from the pulpit and at the altar railing. 
Pray for them as they continue their Christian walk in life. 
    We gratefully acknowledge the nurturing of all parents, baptismal 
sponsors, families, and teachers whose loving guidance has been so 
important in making their day possible. Special thanks to Brad and 
Kim Wyatt who helped with the ninth grade class this year. 
 

Confirmation Flowers. The altar flowers and the corsages are given 
by the congregation in honor of the confirmands. 
 

Our confirmands received a cross as a gift before the service today 
from the local Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Chapter. Jaynee 
Christian, one of our Thrivent advocates, presented the crosses. 
 

A short service of Holy Communion will be held in the chapel 
immediately following our worship service today. Everyone is 
welcome. 
 

If you would like a copy of the service today, including the 
confirmation speeches, CDs will be available. Please call or stop by 
the church office if you are interested in having a copy. 
 

Today is the final "Core" session in this 12 session review of 
Christian discipleship. We thank Mary Danielson and Sarah Gelner 
for leading and for all those who took the course. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 233 

 



The family of Sierra Tate would like to invite you to join them 
following the worship service today for refreshments in the Social Hall. 
Sierra wants to celebrate her confirmation with the entire congregation 
and thank you for the part you have played in her spiritual growth over 
the past 15 years. 
 

Congratulations to Eloise Thorson who is celebrating her 85th 
birthday on April 21st. 
 

A New Member Sunday has been set for May 3. Please call the 
church office or talk to the pastors if you are interested in joining.  
 

Volunteer Opportunity. We need several more members who are 
willing to volunteer to help at our sound and video desk on Sunday 
mornings. One person does the sound and recording. The other 
person works with the lights and the camera. Contact the church office 
or one of the pastors if interested. 
 

Milanna Carlson is taking students for summer piano lessons. 
Information can be found on the welcome table. 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Riverside Work Day. A work day will be held at Riverside Bible 
Camp this Saturday, April 25, beginning at 8:30 A.M. at the Dining 
Hall. Lunch will be provided. Volunteers of all ages and abilities are 
invited to come and help get Riverside ready for summer camp. If 
you plan to come to help, call Riverside at 733.5271.  

 On Sunday, April 26th from 12-3 please join us for lunch and 
fellowship in support of our amazing Cooper as he waits for a new 
heart and continues to fight new battles every day. A delicious hot 
meal will be provided at the American Legion in Roland. Free will 
donations only. If you want to donate via check, there is a non-profit 
Cooper Leeman Benefit account at the First American Bank in 
Roland. Checks are payable to “Roland Legion/ Cooper Leeman.” 
Please feel free to invite anyone who would like to come and 
support Cooper! We look forward to seeing you all there! Cooper’s 
mom, Laurel (Whipple) Leeman is our 3 year old Sunday School 
teacher here at Immanuel. 

 The end of the year Sunday School program will be May 3rd 
during the 9:30 service (3 year old - 6th grade). We will have a 
special part for our “Super Cooper.” If you ordered a “Super 
Cooper” shirt you can wear it during the program! The kids will sing 
a couple songs and highlight what they have learned in Sunday 
School this year! We will also have a bake sale on May 3rd and all 
the proceeds will go to the Cooper Leeman Fund. Any checks for 
the bake sale should be written to Immanuel. 

Learning Opportunities 

 You and Me Forever: Marriage in Light of Eternity. This adult 
education series meets each Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. in the 
Cornerstone Room through May 3. Based on the book from best-
selling author Francis Chan and Lisa Chan, this Bible study series 
challenges you to view your marriage like never before. Visit 
www.youandmeforever.org to watch previous episodes you 
missed, order the book, or download a free copy of the book.  

 A.D. - Next Sunday during the adult class in the social hall we will 
continue to discuss the themes of the new TV series A.D. that 
focuses on the book of Acts. Don't forget to tune in tonight at 8 P.M. 
on NBC. If you missed last Sunday's episode, it will be rebroadcast 
tonight at 7 P.M. Guidebooks are available on the Welcome Table 
for $5. 

 
Opportunities to Serve 

 Jaynee Christian is attempting to organize a list of volunteers to 
help with the weekly mowing and flowerbed maintenance this 
summer for Brandon and Laurel Leeman. They have a push 
mower, or you may bring your own. Jaynee will be in contact with 
each person on the list to let you know what day the lawn was 
mowed on during the previous week. She will make sure the 
mower is accessible and ready to go. (Maybe lean towards 
Friday/Saturday so we can be consistent.) A sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex to volunteer to help out. Thank you in advance for your 
kindness and willingness to serve. What an awesome outpouring of 
love. If you have any questions, please call or email Jaynee 
Christian at 733.2710 or jlchristian@hotmail.com. 

 A bake sale will be held at the Roland Fire Station during the 
benefit for Cooper Leeman next Sunday, April 26. Plenty of baked 
goods are being provided. Volunteers are needed to help replenish 
the tables, etc. This is a free will donation for the baked goods, so 
there will be no money being exchanged. A sign-up sheet is in the 
narthex to volunteer to help. Any questions, please call or email 
Jaynee Christian at 733.2710 or jlchristian@hotmail.com. 

 
Reminders 

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing. Please feel free to take your 
child there if needed during the service.  

 Additional restrooms are available on the lower level of the 
educational wing and in the social hall. 

http://www.youandmeforever.org/


  

 

 
 

Pray & Praise Corner 
As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Evelyn Thompson at Mary Greeley. 

 Cooper Leeman, who is at the Iowa City hospital, and his 
family during this difficult time. 

 
We praise God for: 

 Our confirmands and the gift of faith God has given them. 

 

 

Youth Activities 

High School Youth 

Congratulations - Eryn, Riley, Graham, Claire, Sierra and Luke on 

your special day today!  I pray that this next step in your walk with 

Christ would be a great one.  Always remember to keep Him at the 

center of your life!  You guys make me proud. 
 

Our next meeting - Will be next Sunday April 26th from 3-4PM, 

when we will head back to Bethany Manor to play games with the 

Residents!  They REALLY like it when we spend time with them.  It 

means the world to them.  We will meet at the main entrance of 

Bethany Manor at 3 and then we will be finished by 4PM.  Bring a 

friend! 

 

Middle School Youth 

Our next meeting - Will be Sunday April 26th from 2-3PM, when we 

will head back to Bethany Manor to play games with the Residents!  

They REALLY like it when we spend time with them.  It means the 

world to them.  We will meet at the main entrance of Bethany Manor 

at 2 and then we will be finished by 3PM.  If you would like to stay 

until 4 you are welcome to do so.  Bring a friend! 
 
 

 
April 19 – 26, 2015 

Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, April 19 – Confirmation Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship – Confirmation Service 
10:45 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
10:45 A.M. Service of Holy Communion in chapel 
4:00 P.M. "Core" Bible Study 

 

Monday, April 20 
 
Tuesday, April 21 
      9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

2:00 P.M. Women's Monthly Bible Study 
 
Wednesday, April 22 

6:30 P.M. Junior Choir  
6:30 P.M. Pizza Supper for Trinity & Confirmation  
6:45 P.M. Trinity & Junior Confirmation Classes 

 
Thursday, April 23 

6:30 P.M. Bethany Life Communities Annual Meeting  
 
Friday, April 24 
 
Saturday, April 25 
 8:00 A.M. Men of Immanuel 
 8:30 A.M. Riverside Work Day 
   
Sunday, April 26 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School Classes 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship - Paraphrase Theatre Presentation 
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
12:00 noon-3:00 P.M. Cooper Leeman Benefit & Bake Sale 
2:00 P.M. MS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
3:00 P.M. HS Youth Group at Bethany Manor 
 
 



 

 

Confirmation Sunday 

 

 

Eryn Delahoussaye 

Riley Holmgren 

Graham Nicholson 

Claire Petzenhauser 

Sierra Tate 

Luke Wyatt 

 

 

 

 

April 19, 2015 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

CONFIRMATION VERSES 

Each of the Confirmands today have chosen a favorite Bible 
passage and will share some personal thoughts on what Jesus 
means to them. They have written their talks on their own and will 
give them in the following order. 

 
Riley Holmgren Deuteronomy 31:6  
    

 Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid 
or terrified because of them, for the LORD 
your God goes with you; he will never leave 
you nor forsake you.” 

 
Sierra Tate Jeremiah 29:11   
  

 
 
For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. 

 
Claire Petzenhauser Revelation 2:10     
  

 Be faithful unto death, and I will give you 
the crown of life. 

  
Eryn Delahoussaye Proverbs 3:5-6   
  

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not rely on your own insight. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall make 
straight your paths. 

 
Luke Wyatt II Corinthians 12:10 
     

 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 

 
Graham Nicholson Psalm 27:1  
    

 The Lord is my light and salvation; whom 
shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid?   

 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM SERVICE 
 

THE INVITATION TO COME TO THE ALTAR 

 

THE CHARGE TO THE PARENTS 

 

THE CONFESSION OF FAITH 

Pastor: After completing all the confirmation requirements of this 
congregation, we rejoice that you now desire to make public 
profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the 
life of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 
 

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made 
you members of his Church. In the community of God’s people, 
you have learned from his Word God’s loving purpose for you 
and all creation. You have been nourished at his holy table and 
called to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which 
we baptize. 
 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his 
empty promises? 

 

Response: I do. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

R: I believe in God the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

R: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary; 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell; 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

R: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PROMISE 

P: Dear Confirmands, You have made public profession of your 
faith. Do you intend: 

 to continue in the covenant God made with you in Holy 
Baptism: 

  to worship among God’s people, 
  to hear his Word and share in his supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word 
and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in ____________ the 
gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his/her faith, guide his/her life, 
empower him/her in serving, give him/her patience in suffering, 
and bring him/her to everlasting life. 

 

P: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you 
have made these men and women your own. You forgave them 
all their sins and brought them to newness of life. Continue to 
strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them 
your gifts of grace and wisdom. Help them sense their 
important place in the community of faith. Through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION FOR THE CONFIRMANDS 
 

THE BENEDICTION 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

The worship drama, “Witnesses” will be performed at Immanuel on 

Sunday, April 26 at 9:30 A.M. during the worship service. The one-man 

play features professional actor and speaker, Jonathan P. Swenson. 

In this dramatic performance, Swenson portrays eight different 

characters (historical and imagined) as each responds to Jesus. Through 

the eyes of these characters, both comic and serious, the audience is 

challenged to see Jesus from fresh perspectives. You won’t want to miss 

it. 


